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1. Introduction 

Euphresco is an international sustainable network of organisations funding research projects 
and coordinating national research programmes in the phytosanitary area. It currently 
comprises 69 programme owners and programme managers from 55 countries in 5 
continents. The network office is hosted by the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection 
Organization (EPPO, France) and financed through the members’ contributions. The network 
aims to enhance coordination and cooperation on phytosanitary research funding in the 
member countries, thereby increasing the benefits from phytosanitary research for all 
members. In particular, the outputs of this coordination and cooperation should contribute to:  
 supporting plant health policy development and its implementation 
 supporting the maintenance and development of phytosanitary science capability  
 optimising and making best use of national funds for plant health research  
 increasing communication and collaboration amongst Euphresco members and with other 

countries, relevant phytosanitary institutions and stakeholders on phytosanitary research.  
 
More information about the network can be found on its website www.euphresco.net. 

Every year, Euphresco organizes a round of calls to fund transnational research projects. 
Euphresco transnational research funding is considered most appropriate for applied 
research in relatively small projects of short to medium duration (1–3 years), i.e. enabling 
rapid and customized answers for quarantine plant pests. 

The funding mechanism and the project budget will be determined by the funders involved. 

Within the Euphresco network, three main funding mechanisms are supported: Real Pot, 
Virtual Pot and Non-Competitive. 
 
 In a Real Pot funding, each funding organisation provides funds into a real ‘pot’ in a single 

bank account; a competitive selection (with international scientific experts) is organized, 
and the best proposal(s) is/are funded regardless of the nationality of the researchers 
involved. There is a transnational flow of funds.  

 In a Virtual Pot funding, each funding organisation pays only for the involvement of its own 
researchers in projects resulting from an open common call. Each country commits to 
providing funds to a virtual ‘pot’. This is, like for the real common pot, a competitive 
mechanism. Once the best proposals are selected, the national funding organisation 
meets the costs of its own researchers through its normal contracting mechanism.  

 In a Non-Competitive funding mechanism, each funding organisation pays its own 
researchers to perform tasks for the consortium; results are pooled together by mutual 
agreement. No competition or peer review is foreseen.  

 
Combinations of these three mechanisms are possible. In case a funding organisation has to 
perform a competitive call, the competitive selection is organised by the funder involved.  
 
The Belgian Federal Public Service Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment, unit 
Contractual Research, hereafter called ‘Funder’, can only participate via the Virtual Pot 
mechanism for the 2017 Euphresco round of funding. 
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The ‘Funder’ has selected 3 priority topics which may be funded in this call from among the 
research priorities identified by the Euphresco members. Only for these 3 topics project 
proposals will be accepted. 

The selection of the project proposals will be performed in a one-stage process, and full 
proposals should provide information on applicants, their research capacity and they should 
describe the specific tasks of the research providers as part of the transnational research 
project. 

In order to align the timing of the ‘Funder’ call as closely as possible with the overarching 
Euphresco call, the ‘Funder’ has decided to launch its call before the Euphresco funding 
decision phase. Consequently, it is possible that one or more of the 3 selected topics drop 
out in a later stage. The ‘Funder’ can therefore not guarantee that the requested funding will 
be granted, even after a positive evaluation of a full project proposal. 

The invitation to submit a research proposal is open to all research providers with a statutory 
base in Belgium. The project proposals will be subject to peer review by a panel of experts. 
Funding for selected projects will be granted via a ministerial decree and a national contract, 
provided the topic concerned is retained in the call (see above).  

The ‘Funder’ will allocate a maximum total budget of € 200,000 for the current 2017 
Euphresco call. The maximum grant that can be requested per topic is mentioned in table 2 
(page 4). 

This document contains information on the 3 topics potentially funded by the ‘Funder’, its 
procedures, the timeline and its applicant forms. 

2. General call information 
a. Terms of participation 

The national funding within the Euphresco call is provided under the coordination of the 
Euphresco network and the transnational funding consortia. Project participants are required 
to recognise the coordinating role of the Euphresco network throughout the duration of the 
funded research projects until approval of the final report. 

Eligible participants  
Research providers are only eligible for funding if they comply with the general terms and 
conditions applied by the ‘Funder’, as described in the national contract1. Calls are open to 
all research providers with a statutory base in Belgium. Subcontracting can be allowed for 
only a minor part of the tasks, after demonstration of its necessity. Subcontracting costs 
cannot exceed 25 % of the funding granted to the research provider.  
Research providers in the country can form consortia. A research consortium has to be 
coordinated by a Belgian research consortium coordinator with a statutory base in Belgium. 
Applications from single research providers are also accepted.  
 
  

                                                           
1 Ministerial decree of March 4th, 2014 
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Project duration  
The call schedule (see Table 1 below) states that research project(s) should start by March 
1st at the earliest, at least for the tasks performed by the Belgian research partners. It is 
conceivable that Non-Competitive transnational partners will start their work at an earlier 
date. The project duration will be a minimum of 1 and a maximum of 3 years. The exact 
duration will be determined by the transnational Topic Coordinator when an agreement on 
the extended topic description has been reached by the funding consortium. 

b. Call schedule 

Table 1 Overview of the call schedule 
Call schedule Procedure 
May 5th, 2017 Launch of the ‘Funder’ Euphresco call 
June 16th, 2017, 
midnight 

Application deadline 

June 19th - September 
22th, 2017 

Evaluation of research proposals 

October 20th, 2017 Final decision on project selection 
January – February 
2018 

Publication of ministerial decree and national contract signing 
(depending on countries) 

March 1st, 2018 Expected earliest start of projects 
 

c. Call topic funded by the ‘Funder’ 

Research providers (single research providers or consortia) are invited to submit their 
research proposal addressing one of the 3 research topics listed below (Table 2) by June 
16th 2017, midnight. Detailed information on the topics is provided in Annex 1. 

Table 2 Research topics supported by the ‘Funder’ 
Euphresco 
topic code Topic title Maximum grant 

2017-A-243 Faster cheaper identification of emerging virus 
problems € 100,000 

2017-A-258 
Application of HRM (High Resolution Melting) 
technique in S. endobioticum (Schilb.) Perc. 
pathotypes identification 

€ 50,000 

2017-A-267 Analysis of methods for bacteria detection and 
identification € 50,000 

 
 

d. Further information and inquiries 

Please contact Mr Baldissera Giovani (bgiovani@euphresco.net) for any further information 
needed on the call. 

  

mailto:bgiovani@euphresco.net
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3. Guidance to research providers on completion, submission 
and evaluation of the research proposals. 

If your organisation or consortium of research providers wishes to be considered for any of 
the research topics as listed in this document (Table 2 and Annex 1), please send the 
research proposal based on the template provided (Annex 2) and available from the 
Euphresco website www.euphresco.net and www.health.belgium.be/contractueelonderzoek.  

The completed research proposal template should be returned electronically by June 16 
2017 at the following address: bgiovani@euphresco.net 

If the research proposal is submitted by a research consortium, the research consortium 
coordinator has to send all documents on behalf of the research partners. 

 

a. Eligibility criteria 

All research proposals will be acknowledged upon receipt and examined for their eligibility 
against the following criteria: 

Criterion 1 The applicants must use the research proposal template 
provided in annex 2, as well as the templates provided in 
annexes 3 and 4 for the budget estimate. 

Criterion 2 The research proposal and budget templates must be filled out 
completely. 

Criterion 3 The research proposal must be written in English. 
Criterion 4 The research proposal must be submitted electronically before 

the deadline of the call (June 16th, 2017, midnight). 
Criterion 5 The research proposal must not exceed the maximum length 

allowed for the text. 
Criterion 6 The research proposal must fit the scope of the “Contractual 

Research unit of the Belgian Federal Public Service of Health, 
Food Chain Safety and Environment” (hereafter called 
“Contractual Research”). In the context of this call, i.e. plant 
health research (statutory and emerging plant pests and 
diseases) 

Criterion 7 The research proposal must directly address one of the topics 
supported by Contractual Research. 

Criterion 8 The research proposal shouldn’t show any overlap with existing 
or on-going research activities. 

Criterion 9 Applicants should have their statutory base in Belgium 
(documents proving their statutory base may be required). 

 
b. Scientific evaluation 

Apart from the eligibility criteria mentioned above, the research proposal will be evaluated by 
a panel of experts.  

http://www.euphresco.net/
http://www.health.belgium.be/contractueelonderzoek
mailto:bgiovani@euphresco.net
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Annex 1: Research topics 

The ‘Funder’ Euphresco call covers the following 3 research topics.  

 

Topic Reference: 2017-A-243 

Topic title: Faster cheaper identification of emerging virus problems  

Short description: New protocols are coming from companies such as Oxford nanopore (e.g. 
direct RNA sequencing) with potential to provide more rapid front line identification of virus 
targets. This project should review protocols and explore what steps are necessary to 
facilitate routine use by inspectorates.  

 

Provisional other funders:  

• Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, United Kingdom (Contact: Mr 
Willem Roelofs, willem.roelofs@defra.gsi.gov.uk) 

• Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Food, Slovenia (Contact: Ms Erika Oresek, 
erika.oresek@gov.si) 

• French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety, France 
(Contact: Ms Géraldine Anthoine, geraldine.anthoine@anses.fr) 

• International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies, Greece 
(Contact: Mr Loannis Liveratos, livieratos@maich.gr) 

• Main Inspectorate of Plant Health and Seed Inspection, Poland (Contact: Ms Janina 
Butrymowicz, J.Butrymowicz@piorin.gov.pl) 

• Federal Office for Agriculture, Switzerland (contact: Mr Andreas von Felten, 
andreas.vonfelten@blw.admin.ch) 

• Canadian Food Inspection Agency – Plant Research & Strategies (Contact: Ms 
Cheryl Dollard, Cheryl.Dollard@inspection.gc.ca) 

• US Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, United 
States of America (Contact: Ms Laurene Levy, Laurene.Levy@aphis.usda.gov) 

Provisional project duration: 1-2 years 

  

mailto:willem.roelofs@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:erika.oresek@gov.si
mailto:geraldine.anthoine@anses.fr
mailto:livieratos@maich.gr
mailto:J.Butrymowicz@piorin.gov.pl
mailto:andreas.vonfelten@blw.admin.ch
mailto:Cheryl.Dollard@inspection.gc.ca
mailto:Laurene.Levy@aphis.usda.gov
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Topic Reference: 2017-A-258 

Topic title: Application of HRM (High Resolution Melting) technique in S. endobioticum 
(Schilb.) Perc. pathotypes identification 

Short description: In Europe, a few dozen of S. endobioticum pathotypes are known to occur. 
EPPO Diagnostic protocol PM 7/28 describes method of identification only several 
pathotypes with the use of biological tests (Glynne-Lammerzahl and Spieckermann 
methods). These tests last for many months and demand a set of numerous differential 
potato cultivars for the identification of fungus pathotypes. The whole procedure is 
expensive, time- consuming and results obtained are many a time ambiguous.  
The real-time TaqMan PCR method (Bonants at al. 2015), validated in the framework of 
EUPHRESCO II (SENDO) allows to distinguish pathotype 1(D1) from the others. However, 
nowadays in Europe more aggressive pathotypes are of great importance, hence the 
research should be continued. 
High Resolution Melting is a modern technique used for double-stranded DNA examination. 
It allows to precise analysis of the dsDNA denaturation process and provides more 
information than any previous technique. By HRM is possible to detect DNA mutations (eg. 
deletions, insertions, substitutions, SNPs) polymorphisms, DNA fragments of different 
lengths or GC content and epigenetic modifications (eg. methylation pattern) based on PCR 
melting (dissociation) curve techniques, without the use of any specific probes. In the HRM 
method specific primers for S. endobioticum described in the literature can be used for 
melting curve analysis of PCR products obtained from S. endobioticum patotypes. It also 
doesn’t require specific probes. HRM method can be of great importance in identification of 
S. endobioticum patotypes or in verify the biological evaluation of fungi isolates.  

Provisional other funders:  

• Main Inspectorate of Plant Health and Seed Inspection, Poland (Contact: Ms Janina 
Butrymowicz, J.Butrymowicz@piorin.gov.pl), assigned as Topic Coordinator 

• Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries Research, Belgium (Contact: Ms Martine Maes, 
martine.maes@ilvo.vlaanderen.be) 

• Department of Plants, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, Danish AgriFish, 
Agency, Denmark (Contact: Mr Mogens Nicolaisen, mogens.nicolaisen@agro.au.dk) 

• Benaki Phytopathological Institute, Greece (Contact: Ms Irene Vloutoglou, 
i.vloutoglou@bpi.gr) 

• Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture, Czech Republic (Contact: 
Mr Michal Hnizdil, michal.hnizdil@ukzuz.cz) 

• Canadian Food Inspection Agency – Plant Research & Strategies (Contact: Ms 
Cheryl Dollard, Cheryl.Dollard@inspection.gc.ca) 

Provisional project duration: 2-3 years 

  

mailto:J.Butrymowicz@piorin.gov.pl
mailto:martine.maes@ilvo.vlaanderen.be
mailto:mogens.nicolaisen@agro.au.dk
mailto:i.vloutoglou@bpi.gr
mailto:michal.hnizdil@ukzuz.cz
mailto:Cheryl.Dollard@inspection.gc.ca
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Topic Reference: 2017-A-267 

Topic title: Analysis of methods for bacteria detection and identification 

Short description: Review the diagnostic process currently in place for bacteriology. 
Information should be gathered on the indirect tests used in bacteriology as detection test 
and the correlation with isolation of the bacteria and pathogenicity tests. This will be done by 
a survey. 

The objective is to revise the EPPO Diagnostic protocols and in particular to review the 
current steps recommended for the detection and identification of specific bacteria. It was 
proposed to develop a new approach, which does not always requires bacterial isolation as a 
mandatory step, but is more oriented towards the ‘performance criteria’ available for the 
individual tests.  

Provisional other funders:  

• European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization, France (Contact: Ms 
Françoise Petter, fp@eppo.int), assigned as Topic coordinator 

• Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Germany (Contact: Ms Silke Steinmöller, 
silke.steinmoeller@julius-kuehn.de) 

• Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Food, Slovenia (Contact: Ms Erika Oresek, 
erika.oresek@gov.si) 

• French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety, France 
(Contact: Ms Géraldine Anthoine, geraldine.anthoine@anses.fr) 

• Federal Office for Agriculture, Switzerland (contact: Mr Andreas von Felten, 
andreas.vonfelten@blw.admin.ch) 

• Netherlands Food and Consumer Products Safety Authority, Netherlands (Contact: 
Mr Martijn Schenk, M.Schenk1@nvwa.nl) 

• US Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, United 
States of America (Contact: Ms Laurene Levy, Laurene.Levy@aphis.usda.gov) 

Provisional project duration: 1-3 years 

mailto:fp@eppo.int
mailto:silke.steinmoeller@julius-kuehn.de
mailto:erika.oresek@gov.si
mailto:geraldine.anthoine@anses.fr
mailto:andreas.vonfelten@blw.admin.ch
mailto:M.Schenk1@nvwa.nl
mailto:Laurene.Levy@aphis.usda.gov
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Annex 2: Research proposal template 

 

Submit this form electronically (.pdf),  
together with annexes 4 and 5 (.xls) to:   

bgiovani@euphresco.net 

 

 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL 
TRANSNATIONAL RESEARCH 

MAX. 30 PAGES (excluding title page and identification of the consortium) 
 

 
[TITLE OF THE TOPIC (cf. topic description in annex 1)] 

 
 
 

[Title and acronym of the research proposal] 
 
 

 
Total budget required for the research:    € ……. 
 
Requested research grant and % of the overall budget: € ……. 
         …… % 
 
In which case: origin of the co-funding:   
 
 
 
 
Proposed start date:      …/…/……… 
 
Proposed duration of the project:     ……. months 
 
  

mailto:bgiovani@euphresco.net
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1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE BELGIAN CONSORTIUM 
 
1.1  IDENTIFICATION OF THE COORDINATOR 
 Name  
 First name  
 Title or position  
 Institute and department  
 Address for correspondence  
 Phone  
 Mobile phone  
 Fax  
 E-mail  
 
1.2 IDENTIFICATION OF PROMOTER 2 (optional) 
 Name  
 First name  
 Title or position  
 Institute and department  
 Address for correspondence  
 Phone  
 Mobile phone  
 Fax  
 E-mail  
 
1.3 IDENTIFICATION OF PROMOTER 3 (optional) 
 Name  
 First name  
 Title or position  
 Institute and department  
 Address for correspondence  
 Phone  
 Mobile phone  
 Fax  
 E-mail  
 
1.4 IDENTIFICATION OF PROMOTER 4 (optional) 
 Name  
 First name  
 Title or position  
 Institute and department  
 Address for correspondence  
 Phone  
 Mobile phone  
 Fax  
 E-mail  
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2. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
2.1 Title of the project in English and Dutch or English and French + acronym 
 
2.2 Research questions to which the candidate shall provide an answer in this study, 

in English and Dutch or English and French (about 20 lines each) 
 
2.3 Executive summary of the project (about 20 lines) 
 
2.4 Motivation for submitting the research proposal under this topic (about 15 lines) 

• To what extend does the research proposed by the Belgian consortium respond to 
(part of) the topic? 

• How does the research proposed by the Belgian consortium relate to the 
transnational research programme for this topic? 

 
2.5 Context: scientific specificity and setting in relation to existing research and the 

proposed transnational research (about 2.5 pages)  
• How is the current research proposal and the proposed transnational research 

scientifically and technically innovative? Has other research in relation to the 
proposed subject already yielded convincing elements that can be used as a starting 
point for this project? Which data and preliminary knowledge are required for this 
study and are these available or accessible? A bibliography may be appended. 

• What are the achievements of the applicants and/or the researchers in this field? 
Have you already conducted research in this field or are you currently conducting 
research? If yes, please list the project title(s), the start and end dates of your 
research and identify the institution that provided a grant for the research. 

• The proposed specific approach to the problem must be justified. 
 
2.6 Use of the expected research results (about 5 lines) 

How do you intend to use the results? 
- as part of the transnational research objectives 
- as an intermediary stage for complementary research activities 
- for the development, realisation, or dissemination of a procedure or a service. 
- for the dissemination of new knowledge through scientific publications 
- … 

 
2.7 Risks (about 15 lines) 

What are the inherent obstacles and/or risks to the proposed project that may 
compromise the chances of achieving the objectives within the term you propose? 
Which solutions do you propose? 
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2.8 Name and identification of the persons who must sign the contract if the project 
is eligible for a research grant 
 
Institution  Name  Position 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 

[NAME] 
 

… ... 
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3. SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
 
3.1 Scientific and operational methodology of the proposed research (about 15 

pages) 
• This section constitutes the core of the research proposal. It must contain a clear 

description of the research activities as planned for the total duration of the project.  
 

Important elements in the description of the various subtasks of the research programme 
are:  
- a setting of the proposed research activities of the Belgian consortium within the 

proposed transnational research project  
- an overview of the research proposed by the Belgian consortium, subdivided into 

work packages and (sub)tasks, including an indication of the estimated budget for 
every work package; 

- the proposed methods and technologies with their respective (dis)advantages, 
limitations, risks and alternatives, …  

- the milestones to be achieved, linked to possible reorientations in the project 
where applicable;  

- the time frame and evolution over time based on the following chronogram: 
 
 Year 1 Year 2 Budget 

/ WP Code t1 t2 t3 t4 t1 t2 t3 t4 

WP 1                  

T1.1.                  

T1.2.                  

…          

WP 2                  

T2.1.                  

T2.2.                  

T2.3.                  

WP 3                  

…                  

 t: trimester 
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3.2 Structure and organization of the research (about 2 pages) 
• Indicate the distribution of the various tasks among the consortium partners using the 

following table: 
 

Code Task description Contracting 
institution(s) 

Required 
personnel 
(qualifications) 

P-M 
 

WP 1         

T1.1.         

T1.2.         

….         

WP2         

T2.1.         

T2.2.         

T2.3.         

…         
WP:  work package  
T:  task  
P-M:  person-months 

 
• Please also state how you will collaborate with the identified transnational partners in 

order to achieve the transnational research objectives as stated in the topic 
description in annex 1.   

• Also indicate whether you are planning a cooperation or whether complementarity 
exists with research groups outside the identified transnational consortium related to 
this topic.    

• Indicate whether you have also submitted your project (or sub-project) to another 
body than the FPS Health.  

 
3.3 Own publications in peer-reviewed international journals in this field of research 

in the past five years 
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4. BUDGETARY INFORMATION   
   Kindly refer to the important information in Annex 3.  
 
4.1 Budget overview table 

You can find this table in Annex 4.  
 
The page for the budget overview must be included in the maximum number of 30 
pages. The annex 4 .xls file must be submitted in conjunction with the annex 2 .pdf 
document  

  
4.2 Detailed budget 

This must be detailed using the Excel document described in Annex 5.  
 
The pages for the budget overview must be included in the maximum number of 30 
pages. The annex 5 .xls file must be submitted in conjunction with the annex 2 .pdf 
document 
 
 

5. BIBLIOGRAPHY   
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6. COORDINATORS DECLARATION 
 
I declare that I have read the terms and conditions relating to applications for funding and 
that the information given in this application is complete and correct.  
 
All the applicants involved in the research proposal have their statutory base in Belgium. 
 
I consent to the information included in this form being stored electronically and used to 
process my application for a research contract with the funding organisation. I consent to the 
information being sent to the Topic Coordinator and other research funders. I acknowledge:  

• that names, addresses and other details may be kept in a database and used in order 
to communicate information amongst the Euphresco funding organisations;  

• that the work is anticipated to fall within the maximum total funds available (whilst 
recognising value for money as a key evaluation criterion);  

• the coordinating role of the transnational funding consortia and the Euphresco 
network throughout the selection process and duration of research projects which will 
be selected for funding.  

 
I have been authorised by the other participants in this proposal (if any) to submit this 
application on their behalf. 
 
Signature  
  
Place, Date  
  
Name  
  
Status  
  
Official stamp  
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Annex 3: Important budgetary information 
 
1. Generalities 
 

• We firmly recommend you involve your accountancy service when drawing up your 
budget. 

• Apart from the information in this annex, the information which is mentioned in 
chapter 5 of the manual of Contractual Research can be useful (cf. website 
www.health.belgium.be/contractueelonderzoek).  

 
2. Allocated grant 
 

• The requested grant and its distribution must correspond with the real cost in relation 
to the duration, the nature, the required equipment and expertise of the research 
needed to achieve the objectives pursued.  

• The research grant per topic is capped on the amount indicated in table 2 of the 
applicants’ guidelines. 

• The requested grant must be rounded off to an amount in k€; if not the amount will be 
automatically rounded off by our services (e.g. a requested grant of € 68,321 will be 
rounded down to € 68,000).  

• When drawing up your budget, you must bear in mind that all non-lump sum 
expenses will be checked against the vouchers to be provided. 

• Maximum share of the allocated grants: 100% (royal decree of November 18th, 2015). 
• In principle, any financial contribution is acceptable as an own contribution as long as 

it does not give rise to a conflict of interests and as long as it is not granted by the 
federal authorities. The restrictions in paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 below must also be 
taken into account. 

 
3. Staffing costs 
 

• The staffing costs for the coordinator and the promoters may not be included in the 
project budget, nor at the expense of the FPS, nor as an own contribution. 

• All staffing costs related to the project’s execution, excluding the staffing costs for the 
coordinators and the promoters, must be indicated in this section. Exceptions to this 
rule include labour costs included in the budget for subcontracted work.  
If your project is selected for a grant, staffing expenses declared in the financial 
reporting that are included in the operational costs (e.g. analysis costs) will be 
rejected. 

• In order for doctoral grants to be considered as an own contribution, these must be 
funded with the research institution’s own resources or must be funded by another 
body than the federal government.   

• The staffing costs are calculated based on the pay scales of the institutions where the 
staff is employed.  

• The detailed budget indicates the pay scale, seniority and time spent on the project 
(in person-months) for every calendar year. If the names of the staff members are 
known, they must be provided. 

• The staffing costs are split in gross wages on the one hand and wage costs on the 
other hand. All the costs for research fellows, who per definition are not considered 
employees, shall be indicated under the same item.  

http://www.health.belgium.be/contractueelonderzoek
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3.1 Staffing costs which can be paid with the research grant 
  
Research grants can be used to cover the following staffing costs: 
 

- indexed gross monthly salary or grant (including and if applicable NSSO employee 
contribution, withholding tax and if applicable, the employee contribution for meal 
vouchers); 

 
- employer contribution NSSO, holiday pay and year-end bonus; 
 
- other wage costs, if applicable, including: 

o statutory insurance (e.g. for occupational accidents); 
o statutory compensation or benefit as a supplement to the employee’s salary 

(e.g. household or residence allowances if applicable, a premium for bilingual 
employees, benefits in kind set out in a CLA…);  

o statutory interventions in the cost for commuting from home to work based on 
the price of a public transport pass (for train passes: 2nd class only); 

o bike allowances as stated on the employee’s pay slip or the individual annual 
statements in accordance with the Federal Authorities’ statutory tariff; 

o if applicable, the flat-rate contribution for the work of prevention advisors of the 
External Services for Prevention and Protection at Work (royal decree of 
March 27th, 1998, royal decree of May 28th, 2003 - health monitoring). 

 
3.2 Staffing costs which cannot be covered with the research grant 
 
The following costs (non-limitative list) cannot be covered with a research grant unless they 
are statutory benefits2:  
 

- extra-legal insurance costs (hospitalisation, group insurance plan …); 
- administration costs of the social secretariat; 
- extra-legal benefits (overtime, employer contribution for meal vouchers, company car, 

benefits in kind, supplementary family allowance, child-care allowance, representation 
costs, work clothes, extra-legal pension, extra-legal premiums);  

- attendance fees. 
 
  

                                                           
2 For example legislation for staff working in public administrations, as set out in a royal decree or decree 
published in the Belgian Official Gazette, a CLA which is declared to be universally applicable following its 
publication in the Belgian Official Gazette 
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4. Operational costs 
 
Operational costs are project-related costs that are incurred with a view to the purchase 
and/or the operational use of goods or services, and costs that are directly related to the 
project activities.  
 
The operational costs will be split into flat-rate standard operational costs and specific 
operational costs. 
 
4.1. Standard operational costs 
 
The standard operational costs are flat-rate costs and include usual expenses related to the 
project’s execution such as: 
 

- ordinary supplies and products for the lab (e.g. glassware, pipettes, detergents), the 
workplace (e.g. recipients, carts, commonly used tools) and the office (e.g. perforators, 
ink cartridges) 

- documentation (e.g. purchase of books, fees for ordering scientific articles) 
- travel and accommodation in Belgium and abroad 
- the use of computers 
- frequently used software  
- … 

 
No own contributions can be budgeted under the standard operational costs. 
 
The amount of these operational costs is a lump sum that is established based on a 
percentage of the staffing costs funded by the FPS Health. This percentage may not exceed 
15% of the funded staffing costs for the coordinator and 10% of these costs for the other 
promoters. 
 
4.2. Specific operational costs 
 
Specific operational costs include all the special operational costs that are directly related to 
the project’s execution. Specific operational costs include: 
 

- usage costs for equipment (includes specific IT equipment needed for the use of this 
equipment); 

- maintenance costs for equipment; 
- costs for analyses (e.g. chemical and biological reagents, culture media, tools for blood 

and other samplings, tubes, tips, Petri dishes and other recipients); 
- subcontracted work.  

 
a) The cost for the usage of equipment acquired through purchase or hire purchase are 

calculated as follows:  
 
 
𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝ℎ𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝

𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝
 ×𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚ℎ𝑠𝑠 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 ×% 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢 𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 

 
 
 

The amortisation period (economic lifespan) is the period indicated in your accounts. In 
general, this period is 5 to 10 years for scientific equipment.  
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An example: 

- you have a device that costs 30,000 euros at purchase  
- The device is written off over a period of 60 months 
- although the duration of the project is 36 months, the device will only be used for 10 

months of the project 
- during these 10 months the device will also be used for other projects. The average 

usage percentage for the project during this period is 20%  
 
 The usage cost is then calculated as follows: 
 

𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐 =  
€ 30,000

60 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚ℎ𝑠𝑠
 ×10 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚ℎ𝑠𝑠 ×0.2 = € 1,000 

 
 

b) When renting equipment the usage cost is calculated as follows: 
 
𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚ℎ𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙 𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟×𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚ℎ𝑠𝑠 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 ×% 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢 𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 
 

If the device in the above example costs € 600 a month to rent, the usage cost is 
calculated as follows: 

 
𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐 = € 600 ×10 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚ℎ𝑠𝑠 ×0.2 = € 1,200 

 
 

c) The cost of subcontracting work comprises the cost that a promoter pays to a third party 
to carry out tasks or to provide services, for which specific scientific or technical skills are 
required and which are not part of the consortium’s ordinary activities.  
 

Subcontracting is only admissible if  
- it provides demonstrable added value for the project; 
- the subcontractor does not take over the core activity and only is responsible for part of 

the project; 
- the cost of subcontracting is no more than 25% of the overall grant to the promoter; 
- detailed budgetary information is provided; 
- the budget for subcontracting the work is not provided as a lump sum (as a % of the 

total budget).  
 
In case no or insufficient standard operational costs can be reported for one or more partners 
due to limited or lacking staffing costs funded by the FPS Health, costs related to for example 
inland or foreign duty travel may be introduced as specific operational costs, provided that 
this can be well motivated. 
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5. General costs  
 
The general costs include the costs for administration, phone, postage, the maintenance of 
the premises, heating, lighting, electricity, rent or insurance.  
 
No own contributions may be budgeted under general costs.  
 
These general costs must be budgeted as a lump sum based on maximum 10% of the 
staffing costs funded by the FPS Health. 
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Annex 4: Table to be used for the budgetary overview  
 

Type of cost 
[Identification 
Coordinator] 

[Identification 
Promoter 2] 

[Identification 
Promoter 3] 

[Identification 
Promoter 4] 

Total per 
item 

Staffing      

Operational       

General       

Total per 
partner      

Own 
contribution      

% own 
contribution      

FPS Grant      

% FPS Grant      
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Annex 5: Template to be used for the detailed budgetary 
information  
 
All promoters of the consortium must be listed for each category of expenses, even if 
for some of them in one or more of the categories no expenses are foreseen. 
 
Indicate own contribution with * 
 

4.1. Staffing costs       0 

   year 
seniority 
in years 

number of 
person-
months 

budget 
in euros    

4.1.1.  X service (Affiliation)        0  
          
4.1.1.1.  N.      0   
 Fellow   2018 [0] [3] …    
   2019 [1] [12] …    
   ….       
          
          
4.1.1.2.  N.      0   
 Pay scale  2018 [4] [1] …    
   2019 [5] [9] …    
   … …. …     
          
4.1.1.3.  - double holiday pay    …    
  - employer contributions (social security, insurance)     
  - year-end bonus        
  - other         
          
4.1.2.  Y service (Affiliation)       0  
          
4.1.2.1.  N.      0   
 Pay scale  2018 [4] [3] …    
   2019 [5] [12] …    
   … …. … …    
          
4.1.2.2.   - double holiday pay   …     
  - employer contributions (social security, insurance)     
  - year-end bonus        
  - other         
          
4.1.2.3. N.      0   
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 Pay scale  2018 [4] [1] …    
   2019 [5] [9] …    
   … … … …    
          
4.1.2.4.  - double holiday pay   … …    
  - employer contributions (social security, insurance)     
  - year-end bonus        
  - other         
          
4.2. Operational costs       0 
          
4.2.1.  X service (Affiliation)        0  
          
4.2.1.1. Standard operational costs (flat-rate)    …   
4.2.1.2. Specific operational costs     0   
4.2.1.2.1. Reagents for PCR     …    
4.2.1.2.2. …     …    
4.2.1.2.3. …    …    
4.2.1.2.4. …    …    
…          
          
4.2.2. Y service (Affiliation)        0  
          
4.2.2.1. Standard operational costs (flat-rate)    …   
4.2.2.2. Specific operational costs     0   
4.2.2.2.1. Purchase of plants     …    
4.2.2.2.2. Cell cultures     …    
4.2.2.2.3. …    …    
          
4.3. General costs       0 
          
4.3.1.  X service (Affiliation)        0  
          
4.3.1.1.  Overheads     …   

          
4.3.2.  Y service (Affiliation)       0  

          
4.3.2.1.  Overheads     …   

          
TOTAL         0 
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